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and a section of the Armenians, were able to maintain good
relations with the Government. In general* what troubles
occurred were no more than were inevitable in a period of
transition.

Developments since 1941

In September 1941, General Catroux proclaimed the inde-
pendence of Syria, His proclamation contained the following
statement about minorities:

Free France considers that the State of Syria forms politically and
territorially an indivisible unity, of which the integrity ought to be
preserved against any dismemberment. In consequence she will look
with favour upon the strengthening of the political, cultural, and
economic links which unite the different portions of Syria. To this
end, the Delegate-General and Plenipotentiary of Free France will
revise the texts defining the particular status formerly accorded to
certain regions, in such a way that, while the administrative and
financial autonomy to which they show themselves firmly attached is
preserved, they shall be politically subordinated to the Syrian central
power. Thus the principle of Syrian unity and the particular
aspirations of these regions will be reconciled.

It remains understood, moreover, that the guarantees of public
right set out in the organic statutes in favour of individuals and of
communities will be maintained and given full effect.1

In accordance with these principles, the two autonomous
territories were re-attached to the rest of Syria. Thus, the first
Government formed after the proclamation contained a Druze
and an Alawi Minister; and in February 1942, the two provinces
were once more formally annexed to Syria, with provisions for
a special administrative and financial regime. In September
1944 the Administrative Council of Jebel Druze voted unani-
mously for the abrogation of its special regime and complete
incorporation in the Syrian State.

In the summer of 1943, elections were held and subsequently
a nationalist government took office. As formerly, the Chamber
contained representatives of the minorities and the Cabinet a
Christian minister. The Government made dear its intention
of treating all members of the community on a footiiig of complete
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